
How did they dun nit?  Why did they dun nit?  
Where did they dun nit?  Murder and mayhem had 
the ACTC members in a tizzy.  What fun we all had 
throughout our Murder Mystery night thanks to Ja-
mie and Gary Thompson and Yvonne and Tommy 
Wagner. 

The murder took place after the 1st Annual 
Deadwood Poker Tournament at the Francisco 
Grande Hotel and Golf Resort in Casa Grande on 
October 20, 1874.   

As the tourna-
ment winds down 
(our cocktail hour), 
the bandits, bank-
ers, saloon girls, 
gamblers, debu-
tants and locals 
head to the after 
party.  During the 
entire event we 
were mingling trying 
to find clues to who 
the murderer is.  
Paying people for 
information, black-
mailing people and 
even lifting money 
and guns along the 
way.  Everyone had 
a part and we all were in some sort of costume, 
whether it was a full western outfit or a bandanna 
and jeans.  The murdered was Frank Graziano and 
the murderer was Chris Ames.  We had some win-
ners for the night:  Jeannie Wood – best drama 
queen, Jean Fruscello – best dressed, and Nikki 
Musselmann – the most money at the end of the 
evening. 

Before we even made it to the Murder, we had 
a long and fun ride and lunch on the road. 

We met at Jamie and Gary Thompson’s beauti-
ful home in Chandler at 8:30 AM on a sunny Satur-
day morning for some coffee and muffins.  After re-
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ceiving our envelopes of the evening’s event and 
clues, we got on the road at 9:15 AM for a scenic 
drive to the historic town of Florence in Pinal County.  
Jamie had arranged a private tour of the Pinal Coun-
ty Historical Museum for our group.  Author and do-
cent Chris Reid presented an overview of the muse-
um and the county and town memorialized therein.  
She informed us of how Florence became the county 
seat of the newly created Pinal County in 1875, 

about the prisons 
and the bad guys 
and gals imprisoned 
there, and of the 
local residents in-
cluding the daughter 
of western film star, 
Tom Mix. 
 After the muse-
um tour, we had 
time for two im-
portant activities, 
lunch and shopping.  
There were several 
restaurants in town 
to take care of 
lunch.  After a brief 
shopping spree we 
saddled up for the 
ride west.   

We all finally made it to the Francisco Grande 
Hotel and Golf Resort in Casa Grande at about 3:00 
PM.  The hotel was originally the spring training 
home of the San Francisco Giants team back in 
1960s and 70s.  It is famous for hosting John 
Wayne, Pat Boone, Dale Robertson and most re-
cently celebrity George Clooney.   

Now the hotel can claim to have the actors of 
the Deadwood Saloon staying at the hotel also. 

Again, thank you to the Thompsons, the Wag-
ners, and the 37 other members who participated 
making this a fun time.  

Kathy Marchisotto 

MURDER AT THE DEADWOOD SALOON! 

ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

mailto:Kathy%20Marchisotto%3ctbirdkate@q.com%3e?subject=ACTC


April 2016  Arizona Bird Chatter   Page 2  

 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    
 We had a great turnout for our 

March meeting with more than eighty 

members and guests.  We introduced 

new member, John Clark and asked 

him to tell us a little about himself and 

his T-bird.  John shared with us his maiden voyage 

with his newly acquired 1956 T-bird and let us all 

know that we can always find our way to Las Vegas 

from now on by just following his oil slick.  This expe-

rience promptly led to the rebuilding of his T-bird's 

power plant.  Many items were discussed at the 

meeting including the upcoming Officers’ Cookout at 

PERA Park that will be the site of our next meeting.  

This is always a big hit with the members and over 

100 are expected to attend.  I look forward to a re-

laxed meal and the chance to visit with many of you. 

My March-April issue of the Early Bird arrived 

on March 15 and I spent the afternoon reading it 

from cover to cover, which I do every time it hits my 

mail box.  I first noticed Chuck Thompson's picture 

on page 10 where it is noted that he has been newly 

elected to the office of CTCI Vice President.  Con-

grats Chuck and we know you will do a superb job in 

your new position. You are always at the front of the 

line when it comes to volunteering to help your club 

and I want to personally thank you for representing 

ACTC.  Another article that was done in the profes-

sional manner we have come to expect was the Bar-

rett-Jackson 2016 article done by Stewart and Mary 

Wright who always cover the auction from Auburn to 

Zephyr – (A to Z).  GREAT JOB FOLKS! 

There were a couple of items that caught my 

attention and oddly enough fit in with a discussion 

we had at our March meeting regarding moving into 

the 21st century by going electronic with our news-

letter.  My survey while unofficial has been over-

whelmingly in favor of going electronic as was the 

first show of hands we had a few months ago.  This 

past meeting reflected another majority vote in 

agreement but some indicated they still prefer to re-

ceive a paper copy of our monthly newsletter.  Sev-

eral clubs have already gone electronic and pages 

32 and 33 of the Early Bird include articles from 

three chapter editors with tips on accomplishing this 

while remaining as transparent as possible. And 

CTCI is taking a leadership role in embracing newer 

technology by putting the Member Roster on-line, 

page 4 and 33 of the Early Bird outline their plan and 

benefits. 

I recognize that this is a controversial issue but 

it must be accomplished to keep costs down, the last 

thing we as a Board want to do is raise dues.  Be-

cause we have some members who cannot receive 

the newsletter electronically for one reason or anoth-

er, if a paper copy is desired you will be allowed to 

receive one at this time.  

My last observation from the Early Bird is on 

page 12, where I noticed that ACTC, the largest 

CTCI chapter, does not have any new CTCI mem-

bers listed.  We are all encouraged to join CTCI.  A 

member wrote in regarding their new chapter and 

noted that every member was a CTCI member; this 

is great leadership from a new chapter!  I have al-

ways found Early Bird articles to be well written and 

full of worthwhile information. 

Until next month: "If it runs then drive it!" 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
FOR SALE: 2004 Thunderbird limited production 

Pacific Coast edition.  It is number 899 of the 1000 
built.  This car has all the options and with only 19,000 
miles, it still smells new. 

Call Jim at (602) 300-5792. 
 
FORE SALE: 2010 Vespa Scooter 150, with ap-

proximately 50 miles on it.  Asking $3,200.00. 
If interested, call Ruth Wilson at (831)596-1192 
 
FOR SALE:  292 CID engine that runs well, does 

not burn oil or smoke.  Came in my ‘56, but the casting 
number is B9AE 6015-F which maps to ‘59 & ‘60 Ford 
cars and trucks.  I had Salem Boys do a compression 
test before I removed it form the car,  cylinders range 
from 115 to 130 psi.  Asking $500.00.  Located in 
Queen Creek. 

Call Chris at (602) 722-0749. 

Jim Rodgers 

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
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     ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 
    
Ninety-seven ACTC mem-

bers with 34 classic `Birds at-
tended the 9:00 AM April, 1991 
meeting at Mother Tucker`s 
Restaurant, 3113 E Lincoln 
Dr.  Champagne Brunch (prime 
rib) after the meeting was $8.95 
plus tax & gratuity.  

An official ACTC Bola Tie 
was raffled off at that meeting 
and the lucky winner was Shirley Pettingell.  

There was serious competition between many 
CTCI Chapters in the `90s.  They were all very eager 
to host a CTCI convention which created a schedul-
ing problem. CTCI rep, Stewart Wright reported that 
CTCI had to step in and decide which meets would 
be sanctioned when there was a scheduling con-
flict.  That situation does not exist today. 

The Route 66 Fun Run in April, `91 was an an-
ticipated event and the "Energizer Bunny" (remember 
him?) helped to advertise that outing in an Arizona 
Bird Chatter cartoon. 

There was a "Breaking News" bulletin in the 
April newsletter. The newsletter staff announced that 
this would be the last issue to be published as they 
had resigned! 

April Fool! 

Stewart Wright  

 

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

April 9 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

April 10 Meeting - Officers’ Picnic - PERA 
Park 

April 16 Silver Rose Induction Parade 
Havel  

April 22-24 Las Vegas Weekend 
Graziano 

April 29-May 1 Route 66 Fun Run 
Thurston 

May 14 Luau 
McKee 

May 15 Meeting 

June 12 Meeting 

July 10 Meeting 

September 11 Meeting 

September 13-18 CTCI International Convention 
Thompson 

September 17 
Tentative 

Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 23-25 
 

Run to the Pines 
 

October 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 9 Meeting - PERA Park 

November 13 Meeting followed by planning 
meeting 

December 17 Christmas Party 
Phoenix Country Club 

 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed above are tentative 
and subject to change.  Please check the calendar 
each month for updates. 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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the Christmas charity.  
TREASURER: Tom Wagner gave the current 

balance in both the checking and rainy day ac-
counts. 

AUDITOR:  Terry Duquette said the annual 
audit of the club’s books has shown that our treas-
urer has done an outstanding job once again.  No 

problems were found.  Tom deserves great acco-
lades for this very demanding and necessary job.  
How about a round of applause for a job well done?  

EX-OFFICIO:  Gregg Thurston had no report.  
Since he is coordinating the Route 66 run, he spoke 
in regard to making reservations, etc.  

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Frank Graziano had 
no report. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson spoke 
briefly about the Ahwatukee Easter Parade March 26.    

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames announced we 
have a new printing company.  This printer can print 
the addresses on the newsletter itself at no additional 
cost.  This also saves a step in the mailing procedure.  
In May the postage will actually be printed on the 
newsletter; another cost and time saver.  Members 
are now able to choose whether or not they need a 
hard copy since the newsletter is now delivered via e-
mail.  Jim Rodgers indicated that the ACTC Board is 
in favor of going to all electronic for the newsletter by 
the end of the second quarter this year.  Of course, 
hard copies will still be available if desired. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Pat Ciammitti reported mem-
bership stands at 115 households; 211 members and 
97 T-birds.  We have (17) ‘55s (27) ‘56s and (53) 
‘57s.   

HISTORIAN:  Duane Foster had no history 
this month!  

WEB MASTER:  Not in attendance. 
E-MAIL COORDINATOR:  Shirley Pettingell 

had no report. 
CTCI:   Charles Young, our new CTCI repre-

sentative mentioned our Club is donating $500 to the 
San Diego Chapter to help with the National Conven-
tion expenses.    

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Kathy Marchisot-
to had no report.    

PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported 
18 T-birds.  He counted (2) 55’s, (8) 56’s and (8) 57’s 
as well as many other cars.  He picked an immacu-
late white T-bird, black soft top owned by Chris and 
Sharon Ames who were presented in Dean Wake-
field’s name a metal sport car model. 

SPLIT THE POT:  Charles Young won $85.00.   
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 AM 

was made and seconded. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dede Ross, Secretary 

 

FEBRUARY  MEETING  MINUTES 
 
Our President, Jim Rodgers, called our meet-

ing to order at 9:35 AM on March 17, 2016.  This 
meeting was held at Gallagher’s on 7th Street and 
Union Hills, Phoenix.  The meeting started with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  A motion to dispense with 
the reading of the minutes of the February meeting 
was presented and seconded.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Jim Rodgers said that 
Pat Ciammitti received an e-mail from a former mem-
ber who has old Arizona Bird Chatters and CTCI Ear-
ly Birds.  Anyone interested in these items should let 
Jim know. 

HOSPITALITY:  New member, John Clark, 
was introduced.  He has a 1956 Red T-bird with red 
and white interior, 312 engine and automatic trans-
mission.  It is in the process of being restored from a 
previous old restoration.  Ed Tracey’s guest was intro-
duced; his son Shawn who is visiting from Alaska.  
Happy Birthday was then sung for March birthdays.   
Yvonne posed the question; “Anything good hap-
pen?”  Rita Havel announced the grandbabies are 
visiting and they are having a ball!  Ken Kowalski indi-
cated he and his wife Kathy have officially adopted 
Kameron, the little boy they have had since he was 3 
weeks old.  A very happy family!  Lynne Silvernale 
announced she never made it to the Midnight at the 
Oasis car show but did make it to the casino and won 
$450.  Maybe we should go with her next year!  
Yvonne mentioned she tried softball one last time; did 
well and now knows she is hanging up her bat for 
good!  Chris Ames mentioned their second daughter 
and family are moving to Charlotte, North Carolina 
where their third daughter and family already live.  
Jim Rodgers announced good news that he was able 
to play golf again . . .  however, the bad news is that 
his granddaughter Camryn beat him by 6 strokes! 

ACTIVITIES:   Members who were registered 
for Midnight at the Oasis but unable to attend can 
pick up their packets from Mike Dolan.  He mentioned 
if you are going to the show next year, they will be 
sending the checks in together again.  A separate 
check made payable to Mike will secure your parking.  
BTW, Jim Rodgers won $250 cash for having his car 
parked in the correct parking space!  It pays to read 
directions!  Please check your newsletter for upcom-
ing events.   

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee mentioned 
they are extending the Hawaii trip raffle another 
month.  He also invited members to come over to his 
table and see the new items.  Maybe buy . . . yes?   

SECRETARY:  Dede Ross spoke in regard to 
the ACTC Garage Sale held March 5th.  It was suc-
cessful and lots of fun.  She thanked all her helpers.  
The Club added just under $1000 to the coffers for 

mailto:secretary@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ABC
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

We welcome Chris and John Clark as new mem-
bers in ACTC.  They will be great assets!  I have met 
John and spoken with him in depth and find he is a 
fun guy!  Haven’t met Chris as yet, but she sounds 
like a lively lady! 

They grew up in Orlando, Florida.  John graduat-
ed from high school the year Disney World opened 
and was offered the job of being Mickey Mouse – but 
he did not do it.  I’m sure Chris would have been Cin-
derella had she applied! 

They retired to Surprise from Green River, Wyo-
ming, where John was a yardmaster for the railroad 
and Chris was an optical assistant.  They both have 
birthdays in August with Chris being three years 
younger than John. 

They found their 1956 Thunderbird at Jones 
Ford in Wickenburg, where it was on consignment.  
Their son-in-law works there and told John about the 
car.  It is white with a red and white interior; has a 312 
engine with automatic transmission.  They drove it to 
Las Vegas on Super Bowl weekend and parked it at 
the entrance to the casino where it became a draw for 
many, many people.  John is a gear-head and has 
had many cars through the years.  Currently he has 
the engine out of the ’56 T-bird, as he is rebuilding it. 

Chris and John have a daughter and a son.  
Their daughter, son-in-law and two grandchildren live 
next door to them in Surprise.  Their son is a Navy 
Seal with Seal Team Six and is a recipient of a 
Bronze Star 

Welcome to the Club, John and Chris!            
We’re looking forward to … 

 

 
… getting to know you! 

 John Dalmolin 
 

 

63rd PARADA DEL SOL 

It’s not just another sunny day in Scottsdale as 
drivers Don Henderson, Ken Falkenberry, Jim Rodg-
ers, Yvonne Wagner, and Duane Foster, lined up 
their T-birds to transport five of the seven Ms Senior 
Arizona’s in the 63rd annual Parada del Sol through 
Old Towne Scottsdale. 

There were record crowds and our “vintage” 
cars were greeted with as much applause and 
cheers as the “vintage” Queens in their banners and 
bling, western clothes and boots.  Other drivers in-
cluded Jim Huey with his “Raven” T-bird and a pretty 
green BMW provided by Queen Pat Thielen-Warren.  

Queens participating were Jessica Klebanow – 2015; 
Carol Dana – 2013; Pat Thielen-Warren – 2012; Myr-
na Foster – 2011; Marilyn O’Connell – 2008; Shirley 
Goss – 2005; and Marian Upper – Ms Senior Michi-
gan 2004. 

After returning to our staging parking lot 
(Denny’s), we all went for ice cream at Fatty Dad-
dy’s.  My thanks to the ACTC drivers, wives and part-
ners, for spending their Saturday time and gas for us.       

Myrna Foster 

 

Myrna Foster – Ms Senior Arizona 2011 

mailto:johndalmolin2@aol.com
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It is a tradition for us to have a trivia quiz for the 

drive to Yuma which is scored Friday evening to de-
termine who gets some great prizes.  While Sam and 
Pat Ciammitti were not on the trip, Sam put together 
an interesting car trivia quiz for the enjoyment of 
those on the trip. Mike Brown gave the quiz to the 
East side members when they met at the Cracker 
Barrel and I gave it to the West side members when 
we met at Denny’s on Litchfield Road.  It was a beau-
tiful Friday morning as the two groups headed out for 
a rendezvous at Gila Bend. 

Unfortunately, Larry and Phyllis Braasch were 
only a few feet out of their driveway when you 
guessed it, their T-bird died.  They pushed it back into 
the garage, transferred luggage to their grocery getter 
and met up with the rest of the party in Yuma. 

Everyone said the drive was smooth and steady 
at 68 mph.   A quick stop for ice cream at Dateland 
and we pressed on to Yuma. 

Meanwhile in Yuma, Frank had picked up every-
one’s packet.  Unfortunately they were so heavy the 
extra weight in his car blew out his brake proportion-
ing valve.  Then to add insult to injury, when mem-
bers arrived it became clear the Caballeros had not 
given Frank all of the packets.  Frank and I went back 
to the registration table and we were given the miss-
ing packets.  

With the final packets in hand, everyone was 
checked in by Assistant Event Coordinator, Kattie 
Dolan and all cash for the Saturday night dinner was 
collected.   Friday evening found most club members 
sampling the fare at nearby restaurants. And later, 
some brave souls went to the field for the 
“Arrowmyth” (Aerosmith Tribute band) concert. 

Saturday morning folks either had breakfast at 

the Hotel or at Kneader’s Bakery & Café about half a 
mile up the street. Then it was off to the show, I fixed 
Frank’s brakes and Jack Betterton helped start the 
Pettingell’s black `57 T-bird. 

This year’s event included a new motivation to 
park in your assigned spot, the Caballeros were walk-
ing around and randomly handing out cash to partici-
pants who parked in their assigned spots.  While this 
was the first time Jim Rodgers had attended MATO, 
he located and parked in his assigned spot which won 
him $250!  Or it may just have been beginner’s luck. 

After the day at the field, folks freshened up and 
enjoyed some libations and a lot of good conversa-
tions at the hotel Happy Hour. 

The Saturday night dinner room from last year 
was taken up by a baby shower so we had two VIP 
convertibles take the ladies and the President to din-
ner at the other Marriott. The rest of us walked.  The 
dinner was prepared by Chief Guzman and everyone 
liked the desert. The quiz winners were Frank Garrett, 
who will be going out to the movies and the Hender-
son’s won second place and can now download 
ITunes.  

After dinner it was off to the show for a little Elvis 
and Bon Jovi.  At the show Emily Dolan won the one 
hundred dollar bill clipped to the top of the climbing 
wall to the cheers from the crowd of people who had 
been trying to get it all day.  

MATO is a great show that enjoys great weather 
and Yuma is a comfortable distance to exercise a 
classic T-bird.  I encourage you to put it on your 2017 
schedule. 

                                                  Mike Dolan 

Mike Pettingell – Engaging an early show day ritual 

ACTC President Jim Rodgers receiving a cash prize 

mailto:Mike%20Dolan%3cNand1@cox.net%3e?subject=Midnight%20at%20the%20Oasis%20trip
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Another ACTC Tech Day is in the history book.  
While the number of attendees was only 29, the dis-
cussions on a variety of subjects didn’t suffer from 
lack of participation.  Seven members drove their T-
birds.  Ken Kowalski’s  was on the lift, showing the 
20+ years of “how” to keep the undercarriage looking 
beautiful.  Ken takes great pride in carrying on his 
father’s legacy with this great T-bird.  After everyone 
got their coffee, juice, and/or donuts and found seats, 
I turned the floor over to Jim Rodgers.  Jim’s mes-
sage was as appropriate as it was brief; his goal is to 
get folks back to driving their T-birds.  Towards that 
goal, I followed with a check sheet for maintaining the 
basics such as, tires, fluids, brakes, etc. 

Our first guest speaker was Bob Reames from 
IMAGINE INJECTION, INC., he drove his fuel inject-
ed 427ci Falcon street rod.  Bob talked about fuel in-
jection systems on our little T-birds.  (Jim Rodgers 
pulled his ’57 up and opened the hood to show a fuel 
injection set-up Bob had installed.) Along with the 
performance improvements, fuel injection eliminates 
a common problem of vapor lock.  Wes Henderson 
(Don’s son) worked with Bob during the development 
of the T-bird product.  You can learn all about this 
system on their website, imaginejection.com. Bob’s 
phone number is (602) 377-4093 and his e-mail ad-
dress is bob@imagineinjection.com.  Thanks to Bob 
for his input. 

Larry Braasch discussed the Mallory Ignition 
Company being acquired by MSD and the T-bird tach
-drive distributor being discontinued.  He recently dis-
covered that parts are hard to locate for the tach-drive 
distributors when his failed.  Don Henderson suggest-
ed he check with Loper’s and they provided a PerTro-
nix conversion kit that got him back on the road. 

 Gregg Thurston brought his 
`56 T-bird to show the dangers of 
a catastrophic fan blade failure 
and how it damaged the hood, 
inner fender, engine parts and 
paint.  When you are cruising 
along at freeway speeds, it is a 
frightening experience.  He 
showed the old fan, missing the 
departed blade and his new heav-
ier replacement. Gregg said if you 
are running an older fan, you 
should check for cracks at the 
bolt-on area. 
 Our next guest speaker was 
J.D. Hough who discussed having 
a Lo Jack system installed in your 
T-bird.  Security always being a 
concern with everyone, you can 
go online at www.lojack.com for 

more information.  Or call J.D. at (602) 725-7625.  
Thanks to J.D. for his input.  

Chuck Thompson talked about his duties as Re-
gion 6 representative, the benefits of being a member 
of CTCI, our parent organization, and the upcoming 
International Convention in San Diego this Septem-
ber.  You should sign up now! 

After Frank Graziano returned from picking up 
our sandwiches, chips, nuts, and cookies from Sub-
way, we all enjoyed a relaxed lunch.  I elected to 
close out the meeting shortly afterwards as heat and 
mental fatigue began to take its toll. 

Many Thanks to Ken Kowalski for again hosting 
our Tech Day at his garage, and for all his help work-
ing with me, I really appreciate it.  Thanks to our club 
photographer, Duane Foster who does so much for 
our chapter.  And thanks to all the attendees, speak-
ers and guests. Until next year, enjoy driving your 
Classic Thunderbird! 

Ken Falkenberry  

Ken Falkenberry and Ken Kowalski 

http://imagineinjection.com/
mailto:bob@imagineinjection.com?subject=ACTC
http://www.lojack.com/
mailto:kenfalk39@ox.net?subject=ACTC
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ACTC NIGHT AT THE PAVILIONS 

April 9 

 It’s time for our spring ACTC Night at 
the McDonald’s at the Pavilions on Indian 
Bend and the 101, Saturday, April 9. 

We have a reserved area in the front parking 
lot, but we can only save the spots until 4:00 PM, so 
shine up your rides and get there early.  I look for-
ward to seeing you there. 

For more information, call Jim Havel at (480) 
816-1450. 

 

OFFICERS’  PICNIC 

April 10 

Your ACTC Officers are look-
ing forward to greeting and cooking 
for all club members (and their spe-
cial guests) attending the picnic on 
April 10 at 12:30 PM at PERA 
Park.  The menu for the day will be 
good food, enlightening conversation, lots of fun and 
games and entertainment for all.  Please bring your 
favorite lawn chairs and plan to enjoy! 

SILVER ROSE INDUCTION PARADE 

April 16, 2016 

 Neil Lyons and Dutch Gottschalk 
from Fountain Hills American Legion 
Post 58 attended  our February meet-
ing.  Neil spoke in detail of the nature 
of Agent Orange and the Veterans af-
fected.  He also reached out to Jim 

Rodgers and any of our members who were exposed 
to be inducted into The Order of the  Silver Rose. 

Please consider assisting us Saturday, April 16, 
2016.  We have been asked to carry Vietnam Veter-
ans as our dignitaries in this Fountain Hills Pa-
rade...convertibles only please, preferably T-birds but 
all others accepted. Last year, fellow member Carl 
Maas and I were volunteer drivers in the Parade car-
rying 21 Veterans. 

This event will honor the victims of Agent Or-
ange. The Induction Ceremony following the Parade 
will recognize the courage, heroism and contributions 
of American Service Personnel found to have been 
exposed to Agent Orange in a combat zone, whose 
exposure resulted in internal, invisible wounds which 
are revealed only by the passage of time. 
Schedule is as follows: 
10:45 AM  Assembly at Fountain Hills American Le-

gion Post 58 
12:00 AM  Parade begins promptly, loops around the 

fountain once, then back to Post 58,  ap-
proximately 20 minutes. 

12:30 PM  Induction Ceremony (optional attendance 
for volunteer drivers)  

  1:15 PM  Luncheon (optional attendance - $5.00 
charge) 

Sign-up sheets will be available at the March 
and April ACTC meetings or contact me at my home, 
(480) 816-1450 to register. Your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Rita Havel  

LAS  VEGAS  ITINERARY 

April 22-23, 2016 

  We will meet Friday, April 22, at the 
McDonalds on Carefree Highway, just 
East of I-17, 3140 W. Carefree High-
way, Phoenix and will be departing at 
9:30 AM sharp. I will have packets with 

a map to the hotel, along with a map and 
information for the Saturday morning trip to the Neon 
Boneyard as well as the information for the afternoon 
trip to the Shelby operation.   

We will be staying at the Westgate LVH (the old 
Las Vegas Hilton). I have made arrangements for our 

PERA Park 

mailto:havels26@yahoo.com?subject=ACTC
http://www.neonmuseum.org/
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http://www.vegashotelspecial.com/freebies/carroll-shelby-museum-and-factory-tours/
https://www.westgatedestinations.com/nevada/las-vegas/westgate-las-vegas-hotel-casino
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group to check-in through the VIP check-in line. Res-
ervations can be made by calling the hotel at (800) 
635-7711 and ask for the AZ Classic Thunderbird 
Club rate of $89.00. I got the cost of the boneyard 
tour reduced to $10 but I have to pay in advance. 
You are on your own for dinner Friday night, but for 
the Daredevils and the people in the group that just 
want to see who the real Daredevils in the club are, 
we will meet back at the hotel around 8:00 PM Friday 
night and head up to the Stratosphere Hotel for a few 
laughs and giggles. 

Saturday morning the plan is to leave for the 
10:00 AM boneyard tour at 9:00 AM and return to the 
hotel for lunch and then go to the Shelby operation. 
We should be back at the hotel by 2:00ish. That 
gives everyone time to relax (yeah right) before an-
other cocktail party and then we will take the mono-
rail down to Battista’s Hole In The Wall for dinner. For 
those of you that still have the energy, we will cruise 
down to the Fremont experience to witness who is 
brave enough to ride the “zip line”.  

As I mentioned before, please make your reser-
vations early and let me know how many boneyard 
tickets I need to buy for you. 

Any questions call me at (602) 621-6778. 

…. Frank (Vegas Baby) Graziano  

ROUTE  66  FUN  RUN 

April 29 - May 1, 2016 

 The 29th Annual 
Route 66 Fun Run is 
Friday, April 29 to 
Sunday, May 1, 2016. 
 If you want to 
enter your car in the 
show and have not 
yet registered it, do 
this right away.  You 

can find the registration form by Googling "Route 66 
fun run", point to the Fun Run tab and click on the 
Registration Form. 

For those who want to caravan, we will meet 
Friday, April 29, at the McDonalds on Carefree High-
way, just East of I-17, 3140 W. Carefree Highway, 
Phoenix and will leave at 8:30 AM. I will email or 
bring hard copies of the specific agenda for all of 
those who signed up.  Our journey on Friday will take 
us north up I-17 to the old mining town of Jerome, 
where we will drive through town and then continue 
on the two lane highway over the top of Mingus 
Mountain and then down into Chino Valley and then 
North again to Ash Fork, AZ.  From Ash Fork, we will 
follow old Route 66 on to Seligman with a stop along 

the way on a closed Route 66 bridge for photo-
graphs and to watch the freight trains pass below us.  
We will then continue on to Seligman for lunch, ice 
cream, and shopping.  Those with cars in the show 
will be able to pick up their packets.  

Following lunch, we will head West on I-40 to 
Kingman.  After checking into our rooms at the Best 
Western Wayfarer’s Inn, 2815 East Andy Devine Av-
enue, Kingman, (928) 753-6271, and a brief rest, we 
will have our Happy Hour at the hotel breakfast room 
and then on to a group dinner in Kingman to be fol-
lowed by other activities that night. 

Saturday morning we will meet in Seligman for 
the start of the Run which leaves town at 10:00 AM.  
After the run we will eventually end up at the car 
show on Andy Devine Avenue in downtown King-
man.  Following the car show we will again have 
Happy Hour, a group dinner, and activities in the 
evening.  On Sunday morning you can head back 
home, or follow me on a brief drive down the final leg 
of Route 66 to Cool Springs, a 50's gas station for 
final photos before heading back.  I will not be going 
to Oatman or the Golden Shores award ceremony, 
but you are free to do so and I will provide directions.  
I will provide packets with an agenda and maps for 
everyone. 

This will be a real fun weekend and you will see 
a lot of the classic 50's highway and sights.  Don’t 
miss it!  

Gregg Thurston                                                                   
(602) 509-0456 

CTCI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
September 13 - 18, 2016 

 
 Mark your calen-
dars and plan to at-
tend the 2016 CTCI 
International Conven-
tion.  Again this year, 
the convention is be-
ing held close by 
which makes it an 
easy trip for our club 
to attend.  ACTC is 

the largest CTCI chapter.  Let’s show up in force and 
show the rest of the country what an active and en-
thusiastic chapter we are. 

The Early Birds of Southern California and the 
Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego have joined to-
gether to host the convention whose theme is "Fun, 
Fun, Fun in the California Sun". Planned events are: 
Welcome Party Pool Side, Polynesian style; Tour on 
the USS Midway aircraft carrier museum with lunch 

http://battistaslasvegas.com/
mailto:Frank%20Graziano%3cfrankfdi@msn.com%3e?subject=Las%20Vegas%20trip
http://azrt66.com/
http://azrt66.com/
mailto:Gregg%20Thurston%3cThurstonfamily@yahoo.com%3e?subject=Route%2066%20Fun%20Run
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Remember to wear your  
 name tag to meetings!   

 
There’s a $1 fine  

for failure to do so! 

on the bow; Corvette Challenge at the Corvette Din-
er; Scenic Coastal Cruise drive to the San Diego Bo-
tanic Garden; Outing to Viejas Casino and Outlet 
Center; Old Town Trolley tours; Concours d'Ele-
gance and Awards Banquet. A detailed description 
of these events, and entry form and the convention 
agenda can be found on the CTCI web site at 
www.ctci.org. 

If you think that you might attend, it is important 
to book your hotel reservations as soon as possible.  
The reservation can always be cancelled if your 
plans change.  The Crowne Plaza Hotel is full - the 
alternate hotel is:  
Handlery Hotel San Diego  
950 Hotel Circle North  
San Diego, CA 92108  
(Just 2 hotels down from the Crowne Plaza) 

Guests can make reservations through the 
Handlery Hotel Group Reservations Department at 
(619) 298-0511. Reservation hours are Monday - 
Friday, 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM. and Saturday - Sunday 
9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. Callers must refer to the group 
name of Classic Thunderbird Club International Con-
vention to get the group rate of $124 a night. 

As mentioned above, the clubs have planned 
many fun activities. 

Wed. Sept 14: Registration; Ask the Experts 
 Seminar; Welcome Party 
Thu. Sept 15: Judges Training; U.S.S. Midway 
 Tour & Lunch 
Fri. Sept. 16:  Owners/Judges Meeting; Con
 cours d’Elegance; Trolley Tour: Casino; 
 Corvette Challenge Dinner at Corvette 
 Diner 
Sat. Sept 17: Swap meet; Scenic Coastal 
 Drive; Awards Banquet 
Sun. Sept 18: Return Home 
For those wishing to caravan to San Diego, I 

will lead one group on Tuesday, Sept 13 to be there 
in time for the Wednesday afternoon Board Meeting 
and Membership Meeting. 

I am looking for a volunteer to lead a group to 
San Diego on Wednesday, Sept 14. 

For more information, contact Chuck Thomp-
son, (480) 773-0222 or  cthompson57@cox.net. 

 
Chuck Thompson 

Tom Ropacki only had his ‘56 T-bird back on 
the road for a short time when he was driving 
through a construction zone at the intersection of 
Power Road and Baseline and ran into the car in 
front of him.  Below are pictures of the damage to his 
freshly restored T-bird.  

http://www.ctci.org/
mailto:cthompson57@cox.net?subject=CTCI%20Convention
mailto:cthompson57@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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~  WE ACTC   ADVERTISERS  ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB SLAGLE 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:diane@imaginetravelvacations.com?subject=ACTC%20Ad
http://www.tiresaz.com/
mailto:belltireauto@cox.net?subject=ACTC%20Ad
mailto:azkstm@yahoo.com

